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Conservation Reserve Program 

Grasslands

 CRP Grasslands

 Authorized by the 2014 Farm Bill

 Helps landowners and operators protect grassland and pastureland and certain other lands while 

maintaining areas as grazing lands.  

 Land must be in grass cover to be enrolled.  CRP  does not pay cost share to establish the grass 

cover.

 Land does not have to meet cropping history requirements

 Rental contracts – no easements

 Forestland and Woodland is ineligible

 Haying and/or grazing or harvesting for seed production is allowed subject to the CPO

 Will pay for cross fencing and livestock water development



Eligibility-
 Producer 

 Must have owned or operated the land for at least 12 months prior to close of the 

CRP enrollment period. 

 Provisions for exceptions as outlined in 2-CRP

 Death

 Foreclosure

 Land

 Existing grassland located in historically dominated grassland area

 Provisional offers allow for the producer to establish grass at their own cost on 

land that does not currently have grass cover

 Expiring/expiring CRP (non tree practices)

 Expired GRP



Grassland Practices

 Practices

 CP87 Permanent Introduced Grasses and Legumes

 CP88 Permanent Native Grasses and Legumes

 CP42 Pollinator Habitat

 Practices will allow 

 Common grazing practices, including maintenance and necessary cultural practices 

on the land in a manner that is consistent with maintaining the viability of 

grassland, forb, and shrub species appropriate to the locality.

 Haying, mowing, or harvesting for see production

 Haying, mowing, or harvesting for seed production, subject to appropriate 

restrictions during the nesting season



Other Grassland Practices

 Fire pre-suppression, fire-related rehabilitation, and construction of fire 

breaks.

 Grazing-related activities, such as fencing and livestock watering.



Contract Duration and Program Year

 The CRP-1 Period is 15 years

 Effective date will be the start of the month after COC approval or deferred 

up to 6 months.

 Program Year  - Fiscal Year in which first payment is earned

 Signup Number 200

 Rental rates have not been announced



Ranking Process for Grassland

 National ranking process

 6 Ranking factors in the National Score



Ranking Factors

 F1 Current and Future Use (20 points)

 F2 Beginning Farmer/ Rancher  Underserved Producer (20 points)

 F3 Maximizing grassland preservation (20 points)

 F4 Vegetative cover (20 points)

 F5 Environmental factors (20 points)

 F6 Pollinator Habitat (20 points)



Kentucky Zones

 The following Considerations are applicable to the development of the 

Grassland Zones in Kentucky

 Must be whole Counties only

 May be developed with the following considerations in mind

 Wildlife Quality

 Water Quality

 Protection of existing grassland

 Participation

 Land located within the Zone will receive 10 additional points in the ranking of the 

offer

 Land located in State Wildlife Zones will receive 10 additional ranking points



Zone Development Guidelines

 25% of the total NASS hay, pasture, and CRP acres by State

 Kentucky is eligible to designate  a total of 1,383,688 acres for the Grassland 

Zone



Current State CRP Priority Area






